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INTRODUCTION

One of our main aims is to show that good poetry and story-telling can be fun and easy to read and to write. To this end we offer lively, original and dramatic, interactive readings/performances of our work followed by exciting workshops for children and students of all ages and abilities in schools, colleges, libraries and other venues.  We also provide Inset (in-service training) or other courses for adults. We usually do a poetry day or a story day with sometimes a mixture of the two.   
A VISIT

Our visit can take the form of up to five or more sessions in a day (performance and/or workshop). For example, one of our typical days in a school consists of two 1 hour morning performances and two 1 hour afternoon workshops. For charging purposes we divide performances and workshops into sessions of between 45 minutes and one hour in length. This format can be varied to suit the needs and timetable of each place we visit.  See Choose a Programme (below). We also offer shorter visits to fit into a morning, middle of the day or afternoon and longer visits (e.g. for Secondary Schools)
Performances

We perform our poems, stories (and some songs) to any size group (preferably in the hall.) We have a range of performances aimed at each particular Key Stage (although we can perform for wider age-ranges e.g. Keystages 1 and 2 combined). Many of the poems, stories and songs are performed using costumes, masks props and puppets with the help of volunteers from the audience. We also encourage the whole audience to participate in the performance by repeating parts of the poems, singing along with the occasional song and generally joining in wherever and whenever needed! This all makes for a lively and stimulating show. If requested, we can tailor the material to include particular themes, topics, or to reflect the time of the year e.g. Christmas, National Book Week, National Poetry Day, Themed Days etc. N.B. It is not advisable to book us for any sort of dressing-up day as our costumed workshops become impractical and both they and the performances lose their impact. 
Workshops

The main aim of the workshops is to encourage children to write and perform their own poetry or stories. We usually start the workshop (preferably still in the hall) with a short exposition and a model poem which we write with the main input coming from the children and then split into small writing groups of about 6 in number. As many of the groups as possible then read/perform their poems or stories (if they wish) at the end of the session and may use our resources to present them.  This can also be followed up later in class. 
The workshop is best if it comprises no more than 60 children (depending on space). For Secondary schools we prefer single class groups. We are also happy to work with smaller groups if preferred. 
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FEES  

Unless otherwise negotiated our fees are as follows:-

	Secondary Programme A+
	Whole day (Five sessions or more) - fitting in with school timetable.
	£650

	Secondary Programme A
	Whole day (Four Sessions) – as above.
	£600

	Secondary Programme B
	Three Sessions
	£550

	Secondary Programme C
	Two Sessions
	£500

	Secondary Programme D
	One Session 
	£450

	
	
	

	Primary, Junior & Special Schools Programme A+
	Whole day (Five Sessions) - This is a day where we run three sessions 

 straight through the morning then two in the afternoon.
	£550

	Programme A
	Whole day (Four Sessions) - This is the usual day - two sessions in the 

morning, two in the afternoon.
	£500

	Programme B
	Three Sessions - Two in the morning, one in the afternoon or vice versa
	£450

	Programme C
	Two Sessions - Morning, afternoon or each side of lunch.
	£400

	Programme D
	One Session - Morning or afternoon.
	£350 

	
	
	

	Infant & Nursery Schools 

Programme A+ 
	Whole Day (Five sessions) - As for Primary & other Schools in 

the section above.
	£450

	Programme B
	Whole Day (Four sessions) - As for Primary & other Schools in 

the section above.
	£400

	Programme B
	Three Sessions - As for Primary & other Schools in 

the section above.
	£350

	Programme C
	Two Sessions - As for Primary & other Schools in 

the section above.
	£300*

	Programme D
	One Session - As for Primary & other Schools in 

the section above.
	£250*

	For explanation of Programmes and examples see choose a programme below

	Evening Presentation/workshops
	First hour
Each additional hour 
N.B. If in conjunction with a day visit the fee is £100 per hour including the first one.
	£300
£100 
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N.B. Unless marked with an asterisk* the above fees are all-inclusive with no other charges for travel or accommodation etc. but please note that we would like a complimentary lunch of some sort (e.g. school meal or sandwiches )  
Usually both of us will be present but please note that if, for reasons beyond our control, one of us is unable to take part in a visit this will not affect the fee (which is based on a one person visit). 

BOOKS FOR SALE

We would sometimes like to offer books and poster-poems for sale during the day and we would be grateful if a book-signing/selling session could be arranged at some point (after school for example). We will send you a poster to advertise our visit to parents/pupils, which mentions the books currently available. This could be photocopied and enlarged for maximum impact.  We would be grateful if pupils/parents could be reminded to bring in money to buy books if they wish to and if the school has no objection.  

CHOOSE A PROGRAMME  (See Fees above for explanation of A – D letter key)
N.B. All timings and Year groupings are given as examples only and can be changed to suit your timetable and requirements. We prefer to perform and to run the workshops in the hall or other large space if possible. We also prefer if possible to have given a performance to those children for whom we run workshops.
SECONDARY SCHOOLS


Programme A

(Four sessions)



Arrive & Set Up
  8.15



KS3, 4 or A level Performance
  9.00 – 10.00 



Performance or Workshop
10.05 – 11.05



Workshop                                    11.25 – 12.25




Workshop
13.30 – 14.30

Programme A+

Five sessions (As for A plus one or more extra sessions during the day)
Programme B

Three sessions (As for A minus one session at the beginning or end of the day)
Programme C

Two sessions (Morning, afternoon or middle of the day)
Programme D

One session 
SPECIAL SCHOOLS


Programme A

(Four sessions)



Arrive & Set Up
8.45


Junior Performance (Primary)
9.30 – 
10.30



Senior Performance (Secondary)
10.45 – 
11.45



Junior/Senior Workshop
13.00 –
14.00


Junior/Senior Workshop 
14.00 – 
15.00
Programme B

Three sessions (As for A minus the first or last session)
Programme C

Two sessions (Morning afternoon or middle of the day)
Programme D

One session 

Another alternative is starting earlier and having three sessions in the morning and two in the afternoon. ( Five session day - Programme A+)
PRIMARY SCHOOLS

Programme A
(Four sessions)


Arrive & Set Up
8.15

KS1 (inc. Reception) Performance
9.15 -
10.15

KS2 Performance
10.30 -
11.30


Workshop (max. 60)
1.00 -
2.00



Workshop (max. 60)
2.05 -
3.05
N.B. The two workshops could be KS1 and KS2 respectively if numbers allow or if not a workshop for years 3 & 4 followed by 5 & 6. We can also combine the two key stage performances into one and have three workshops.  Another alternative is starting earlier and having three sessions in the morning and two in the afternoon. ( Five session day - Programme A+)
Programme B

Three sessions (As for A minus the first or last session.)
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Programme C

Two sessions (Morning, afternoon or middle of the day)


Programme D 

One session 
JUNIOR SCHOOLS



Programme A

(Four sessions)



Arrive & Set Up
8.45


Years 3 & 4 Performance
9.30 –
10.30



Years 5 & 6 Performance
10.45 – 
11.45



Workshop (max. 90)
1.00 –
2.00



Workshop (max. 90)
2.05 – 
3.05

N.B. One combined KS2 performance is possible allowing time for three workshops. Another alternative is starting earlier and having three sessions in the morning and two in the afternoon. ( Five session day - Programme A+)
Programme B

Three sessions (As for A minus the first or last session)
Programme C

Two sessions (Morning, afternoon or middle of the day)
Programme D

One session
INFANT SCHOOLS


Programme A

(Four sessions)


Arrive & Set Up
8.15


Nursery/Reception Performance
  9.15 – 
10.15

KS1 Performance
10.30 – 
11.30

Workshop (max. 90)  
   1.00 – 
 2.00



Workshop (max. 90)  
   2.05 –  
3.05

N.B. A combined reception/KS1 performance is possible which allows an extra workshop e.g. for Reception/Nursery children Another alternative is starting earlier and having three sessions in the morning and two in the afternoon. ( Five session day - Programme A+)
Programme B 

Three sessions (As for A minus the first or last session)
Programme C

Two sessions (Morning, afternoon or middle of the day)
Programme D 

One session 
Summer Schools (All timings to suit your timetable.)
As for Secondary Schools (above) with performances and workshops geared to smaller numbers and aimed at target groups e.g. Year 6/7 transition classes.

Nursery Schools

We are very flexible and can fit in with any timetable/space.

Christmas Visit
A fun day but educational too, this is organised in the same way as the usual visit with a special seasonal style and content. It can be arranged as a mixture of performances and workshops or special performances alone. (All at our usual fees.) Please let us know if you want this programme specifically.

PRACTICAL REQUIREMENTS (Not obligatory but very helpful!) 
(Once a booking is confirmed we will send you a short checklist to help the day run smoothly & a poster to advertise our visit.)
Performances:-


1. Six large tables (dining table size if possible) in a line against the wall in front of which we will be performing (if you have a stage then that will serve instead of the tables usually)
2. One small table with a chair on each side (in front of the large tables facing the audience).
Workshops:-

1. Foundation/KS1/2: 2 large pieces of paper (A2 or larger preferably) and one large felt tip pen for each   group of 6. 

2. KS3/4: As for 2. 

3. Teacher (and/or other) Scribes for Nursery/Foundation and KS1 (one for each group – the more scribes, the smaller we can make the groups (6 in a group is ideal). Sometimes schools invite students/parents/governors in to help or ask older pupils. 
4. KS2/KS3 workshop groups (again 6 is ideal size) don’t need an adult scribe but somebody nominated from their number.
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AIMS

The main educational aims of the visit are:-

1. To encourage and enhance enjoyment of English.

2. To assist in the acquisition and development of literacy skills.

3. To help promote creativity, imagination and constructive self-expression.
4.  To help foster the realisation that reading and writing poetry is fun and accessible to all abilities. 
FOLLOW – UP

Our performances feature a variety of poetry forms. They cover a wide range of curriculum–related topics. There are lots of ideas to follow up as well as work done in workshop, which you and/or the pupils may wish to complete (if necessary) and perform to the rest of the school or the class.  Please ask us for our list of suggestions. (Downloadable)
PAYMENT

Payment by cash or cheque to Poets in School is due at the end of the visit. We will provide an invoice (and receipt if required.) We are not VAT registered but we are self-employed and therefore no deductions should be made for tax or National Insurance.  

CANCELLATION

If a booking is confirmed (either verbally or in writing) and subsequently cancelled by the school the following charges apply:- 30-60 days prior: 50%; 15-18 days prior: 75% and 7 days or less 100%.

If we cancel for reasons beyond our control then we will offer a subsequent equivalent re-booking to take place within twelve months with a 25% reduction on the basic fee.

MISCELLANEOUS
Please ask for more details and specific agreement on anything you are not sure about. Also feel free to suggest any other projects or approaches not covered: e.g. regional residencies of several visits, for which funding may be available from Regional Arts Boards. Your advisor may be able to help you with this or a similar scheme. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

James Armstrong

Now a professional writer and musician, James was a teacher of French and Drama for 21 years.  He has also worked as a Creative Writing Tutor in Adult Education.

He was co-founder of The Maidstone Poets with well-known children’s poet and Stuckist artist, Charles Thomson and has been performing his poetry and songs at literary venues and schools across the country for the last 15 years.  

As a singer/songwriter he has performed on BBC, ITV and CBS television.
Victoria Shoesmith
Victoria is a storyteller, musician and performance artist with a background in Drama and R.E. teaching. She has also worked as an actor in the United States and the U.K.  She has a degree in Theology.
Membership: NAWE (National Association of Writers in Education), (see Website: www.nawe.co.uk), POETRY SOCIETY, MUSICIANS UNION, NUT.

Festivals: Brighton Festival, 2000; Canterbury Festival, 2000

Publications: Spiders on Toast, Victoria Press, 1999; Only a Game and other football poems, Dreamcatcher Press; 2000; Wordplay, Dreamcatcher Press, 2000; In the Dark Jungle, Dreamcatcher Press, 2005; Doctor Snot, Dreamcatcher Press, 2005.
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Poets in School Booking Confirmation Form
If you would like to make a definite booking please either email us at poetsinschool@yahoo.co.uk or telephone 01843 570495 or 07769 723760 or complete and return this form by post to:- Poets in School, Flat 1, 3 Royal Road, Ramsgate, Kent CT11 9LE    (N.B.Please check our availability by phone first.)
Name:Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss………………………………………………….Position:………………………………………………

School Name:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Address:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………Post Code:……………………………………………………
Telephone (school):…………………………………………………Home/mobile…………………………………………………
Email:…………………………………………………………………
I would like to book a visit by Poets in School for (date(s))………………………………………………

I would like Programme A+/A/B/C/D/other………………………………………………………………………………

Fee agreed ……………………………….

I have read and accept the terms and conditions in the Poets in School Information Pack.

Signed………………………………………………………………………  Date……………………………………………

