Poets in School – Follow-Up Ideas

1.   Write up and perform poetry, stories and songs begun in workshop 

2.   Write and/or perform a version of any of our poems and songs.  e.g.
· Simple choral poems

· Action poems about nature (space, aliens, landscape features, the sea, weather, natural events, animals and other creatures  etc.) and the human world (people who do different jobs, heroes and villains, people from history, buildings, machines, fireworks, vehicles etc.) 

· Riddle poems

· Counting poems/songs
· Funny noise poems

· Scary poems

· Disgusting poems

· Christmas or other seasonal poems

· Descriptive poems about people or animals

· Shape poems

· Raps

· Funny poems

· Nonsense poems

· Sad poems

· Dialogue poems

· List poems

· Poems with alliteration 

· Poems with similes (start with adjectives describing the subject of the poem)

· Poems with metaphors

· Poems that are extended metaphors e.g Stones in a Pond (from Doctor Snot) 

3.   Discuss and then experiment with different ways of writing and performing poetry 
e.g. using a spider diagram to plan the poem, building up with nouns then adjectives using alliteration, extend into adjectives to create similes, then convert similes into metaphors then try to extend the metaphors; rhyming and free verse; poems with strong rhythms; poems in the first person; dressing up; using puppets; getting volunteers to help perform your poems;
4.   Discuss the way drama and music help the imagination create poems.

5.   Discuss and explore different ways drama/music/percussion can help in performing/writing poetry.

6.   Make costumes/masks/props/sound effects and use them in writing and performing specific items e.g. a class poem/story/song on any subject.
7.   Put on a special school performance for parents/school with different classes/groups performing their work.

8.   Make an illustrated class/school anthology of poetry and stories.

9.   Make Poetry/Story wall displays: e.g. poem-posters.

10. Make a tape/video of pupils reading/performing their work.

11. Use drama to explore situations/experiences as an aid to the imagination before writing.

12. Make and use puppets in poetry/story/song performing.

13. Set up a class bank of written material on computer.

14. Scan children’s illustrations to go with the writing (for A4 poster poems).

15. If you and the children would like to write/email us (poetsinschool@yahoo.co.uk)  (with above attachments) we would be delighted to see what they have done after our visit and to give feedback.
